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ready to pursue those who might attempt to
desert; cannon stood loaded so as instantly to
give the signal for the chase, while even in the
barracks the more trusted soldiers had to spy
on the new recruits and, if the latter had been
acting suspiciously, were empowered to lock up
their boots.

The punishments were degrading to the last
degree. Scharnhorst, who was to do more than
any other man to remedy the evils, tells us that
any sixteen-year-old ensign might flog an old
soldier half to death for carelessness in drill.
For more serious offences there was the running
of the gauntlet of two hundred men armed with
salted whips. The culprit's hands were bound,
his feet fettered, and a ball of lead was placed in
his mouth lest he should bite his tongue off in his
agony. The sight at times was too horrible for
description. Boyen complained that such public
putting to shame forever placed the hall-mark
of a rogue upon the offender.

The armies that fought at Jena and Auerstadt
were composed of men who did not respect
themselves because no respect was shown to them.
The officers were often proud, arrogant, and in-
capable, and many of them far too old to be capable
of fulfilling the duties of their positions. After
the Duke of Brunswick's death the one who should
have seized the command, Mollendorf, was eighty-
. one years of age! Frederick the Great was in-
directly to blame for this; in his will he had urged